Examples

Vocabulary

We made 6 mince
pies. We ate 2.
How many mince
pies are left?

count back
(from, to) take
(away) leave,
how many are
left/left over?
one less, two
less...ten less

There are 10 children. One goes
out. How many
are left?
Start at 6, count
back 1.
A is more than B
B is less than A
A is longer than B
B is lower than A

Subtraction as taking away

pop

Reception
There were 6 people on the
bus. Four people get off.

Number Facts

There were 4 balloons. 1 popped. How
many are left?

Jill had 10 cars. She parked one in the
garage. How many are left outside?
Subtraction as finding the difference

The difference in the number of stripes

What must I add
to 3 to make 4?

Examples

Vocabulary

4 take away 2
take 2 from 7
7 subtract 3
8 less than 9
Start at 9,
count back 3.
8, then 3 less
There are
fewer red
than blue
5 is 2 more
than3
What must I
add to 4 to
make 10?

count back
(from, to), -,
subtract, take
(away), minus,
leave, how
many are left/
left over? one
less, two
less...ten less...

Year 1
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Notes

Apparatus

Children will
mainly use concrete apparatus
to take a smaller number away
from a larger
one, then find
what is left by
counting back
from the larger
number. Oral
countdowns will
also be used to
aid counting
back skills.

Numicon
0-100 number
lines
Multilink

Notes

Apparatus

At this stage
the children
will still be
doing a lot of
concrete work
to complete
subtractions
calculations.
However,
there should
be a move towards number
tracks and
grids as a
visual
resource.

Numicon
0-100 number
lines
Cuisenaire
rods,
numbered
number lines,
Stern
Multilink

Examples

Vocabulary

Notes

Apparatus

Take 30 from
70

count back
(from, to), -,
subtract, take
away, minus,
leave, how
many are left/
left over? one
less, two
less...ten
less...one hundred less
how many less
is...than...?
estimate

Still use many
ideas from Yr1
but should
begin to move
on to using
simple number
lines which
allow the children to record
their working.
These should
include calculations where
tens boundaries need to
be crossed.

Numicon
0-100 number
lines
Cuisenaire
rods,
numbered
number lines,
blank number
lines, Dienes
apparatus
Multilink

Notes

Apparatus

In Yr 3 children should
continue to
use the horizontal number
line. They
should be carrying out the
following calculations:
TU-TU, HTUTU, HTU-HTU
These should
be done first
without crossing any boundaries.

Numicon
0-100 number
lines
Cuisenaire
rods,
numbered
number lines,
blank number
lines, Dienes
apparatus
Multilink

12, then count
back 3
How many less
is 7 than 18?
8 added to a
number is 18.
What is the
number?

Examples

Vocabulary

15 take away 8

-, subtract,
take away,
minus, leave,
how many are
left/left over?
one less, two
less...ten
less...one hundred less
how many less
is...than...?
estimate

63 subtract
46
Decrease 72
by 34
How many less
than 68 is 42?
I scored 56 on
my game. How
many more do
I need to
reach 95?

Year 2

Year 3
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Examples

Vocabulary

98 take away 8

<, less than,
fewer than,
subtract, subtraction, take
away, minus,
decrease,
leave, how
many are left/
left over?
estimate

63 subtract
46
Decrease 72
by 34.
How many less
than 68 is 42?

Notes

Year 4

Paul pours out
15 ml of water.
How much
more water
does he need
to make
150ml?

Examples

Vocabulary

127 take away
35

<, less than,
fewer than,
subtract, subtraction, take
away, minus,
decrease,
leave, how
many are left/
left over?
estimate

678 subtract
105
How many less
than 305 is
95?

Year 5
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Children in Yr 4
should continue to
use the horizontal
number line however,
encourage use of
visualisation of lines
and grids. They
should be carrying
out the following
types of calculations:
HTU-TU, HTU-HTU
Calculations should
include crossing the
tens, hundreds or
both boundaries. The
decomposition column
method should be
introduced towards
the end of Year 4.

Apparatus
Numicon
0-100 number
lines
Cuisenaire
rods
blank number
lines, Dienes
apparatus
Multilink

Notes

Apparatus

Children in Yr 5
use the same
column method as
those in Yr 4
(compensation &
decomposition
where adjusting
is required.)
They should be
carrying out the
following types
of calculation:
HTU-HTU, ThHTU-ThHTU
The children
should also extend these ideas
to working with
simple decimals.

Numicon
0-100 number
lines
Cuisenaire
rods
blank number
lines, Dienes
apparatus
Multilink

Examples

Vocabulary

Notes

Apparatus

750 take 255

<, less than,
fewer than,
subtract, subtraction, take
away, minus,
decrease,
leave, how
many are left/
left over?
estimate

Children in Yr 6
can use the same
column methods
as those in Yr 5
(compensation &
decomposition
where adjusting
is required) but
may be encouraged to the more
compact method
of decomposition
if appropriate.
Children should
be working with
ThHTU-ThHTU
The children
should also extend these ideas
to working with
decimals.

Numicon
0-100 number
lines
Cuisenaire
rods
blank number
lines, Dienes
apparatus
Multilink

3500 subtract
2050
Decrease 5.2
by 1.9
How much less
than 6.8 is
4.2?

Year 6

How much further do you
have to drive
to complete a
journey of 345
miles if you
have so far
driven 196
miles?
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